
Faces Of New Bedford – #55:
Joe Lopes
Meet Joe Lopes, 42-year-old loan officer
and City Councilor for the City of New
Bedford.

Spending his entire life living in New Bedford, he always had
a huge love for the city. After graduating from the University
of Massachusetts with a degree in Political Science and with
some inspiration from one of his professors, Dr. Hackey, he
went  on  to  pursue  his  Masters  Degree  in  International
Business. His time at Johnson and Wales, where he received his
Masters, was important because he was able to learn so much
about  the  world,  and  himself,  from  the  diverse  group  of
students and teachers there.

Having a family who had always been involved in political
campaigns and working towards social justice, he always wanted
to do something to give back to the community he loved so
much. Joe had run 3 times for the position of City Councilor
and lost all three times. After his last run, he was offered a
job  to  work  under  former-Mayor  Lang  in  the  New  Bedford
Economic Council, where he gained a vast knowledge about city
infrastructure and politics.

In 2009, Joe ran for city council for his 4th time and won,
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making him the Councilman over Ward 6. This was huge for him
because  growing  up  in  the  south  end  was  crucial  to  him
becoming the man he has become, so he is honored to serve that
area. In his time as councilman, he has worked on projects to
renovate the playgrounds of Hazlewood and Ashley parks, making
those locations once again a place for families to visit. He
is  also  working  with  the  city  to  build  much  needed  new
elementary schools to the ward.

“The world is bigger than your window, look at it, explore it,
and seek it.”

_________________________________________________________

Faces of New Bedford is a project by Colton Simmons. If you
are interested in booking a shoot or getting prints from the
series email all inquiries to colton@coltonsimmons.com
Follow  Colton  on  Instagram:
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